
SIERRA CLUB KERN-KAWEAH CHAPTER
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

March 29, 1999

Re: the CALFED Bay-Delta AC meetings of March 24 and 25 1999

Dear Mr. Madigan and BDAC Members:

Thank you for inviting the general public to tour Kern County water facilities
March 24. ! also enjoyed the March 25 meeting. Everyone had enough to say, so
i saved my remarks for these pages.

The March 24 tour did not state that switching from low profit - high water use
crops like cotton, rice, alfalfa and pasturage to crops that produce more revenue
per unit water, primarily fruits, nuts and vegetables, is occurring; but, I think this
trend began about 20 years ago and is happily accelerating, if there are any
Sierra Clubbers still unaware of farmers efforts at drip irrigation and careful
determination of the optimal amount of water to use, ! will tell them about this
tour.

In contrast to the drip irrigation, we saw several farm fields spraying water into
the air at mid day. More embarrassing to me was the fountain in Centennial
Gardens, a few blocks west of the March 25 meeting room. Even a city boy like
me knows that no matter how much water that fountain slops on the sidewalk
and gutter, nothing edible will ever grow. Such a display makes it hard to talk to
people about low flow toilets and shower heads. The next time the City of
Bakersfield holds hearings on a project like the Grand Canal Port of
Bakersfield shopping center, which the City says will evaporate !5 acre feet of
water per year, I hope someone from CalFed will address them with more
success than I have had.

Alex Hildebrand said the population of California is twelve times greater than it
was when he was born. If any one stake holder group tells the public that the
increase in California population predicted for the next few decades increases
water consumption by one million acre feet per decade, some of the general
public will resent that stake holder group. I hope if all of us now join in a tactful
campaign t.o ask people toflimit births, folks will listen.
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MIDGEBUZZINGS ¯
ge~. My pac~ for example, has given me twen~-five ye~ of
s~ice, in all seasons, ~d still shows more ~o~se of ~ture then is a good thing"~es ~ I do. ~ fact, now ~at ~e t~e has come for me to ~e
a packer to c~ my necess~es ~to the ~gh co~, I can’t
t~ of a s~gle item in my store of c~ping ~uipment ~at ~ /!1~1110~ g~l/~l~UH
won’t ~ just as usef~ ~der ~ose cffc~st~ces ~ it w~ when
I w~ c~g it my~If... . ~ ~
~e durabiliU of good c~g ~uipment is a ~nd of metaphori
for ~e qu~i~ ~d s~eng~ b~ mo~t~g friends. ~s s~I ~ l I
mer, on a hike into the Ke~Peak area of the Golde~routI ~ ~ ~
Wilderness wi~ J~ ~d Bugs ~nta~ ~d ~veral o~ excep-! L’~ ~ (~ ~
tion~ people, I ~ought often of a~ase from ~e O~est~ent:/ /~ ~ ~]
"~e were g~ts m ~e e~ tn ~e days". ~e fo~s, mostI 4 Z / ~ 1 ~--v~
wi~out ~e aid of w~g sticks, co~d m~e ~k way up ~d/ -- I ~. / ~3 ’ ~
a~oss bould~ fields wi~ such dext~~-~ce ~at their[ ~ ~ ~ ~
passage seem~ eff~fless, ~ou~ it ceaa~was not. For me,[ ~ ~ ~.,.~ ~

more a ch~act~ out of one of ~e old fai~es ~ from anI J ~/ "~
epic, boulder ,oss~gs were ~p~ by eagi~bo~ of tem-! / IO O Villi
percent ~d of b~ce. But ~e o~ers c~red m~, ~ I tap-I ~~ .~ ~
taped wi~ my two wang sticks, s~a~ng ~d slip~, hesi-l ~ . "~ .~ ......
tang ~ unc~a~ from one ~uld~ t~ next, ~h S~g] ~ot ~veryone c~ ~.~e ~ ~rge ~tt to protyct me

¯ ~ env¢~t d~g ~ew ~e~e, but you cm ~e
unde~ the i~fluence of a flawed equ~b~Yo~re d~[ . . ....
gear , ~ey d say. A couple of t~es ~e~ ~lie~ me of m~..[ a fm~c~ hero by reme~nng ~e S~e~a Club m yo~
pack, m~ag~g to do so wi~out cond~cension.            "~.~. You cm even ~ect ~ ~t to a s~cific Club pro-
Most heroic of all was Georgette ~otig, who sh~ed her tent 1~ or ~ y~.~me ~pt~ .....
wi~ me ~owing full well from e~li~ experience ~at I have [ Fo~ore m~ormat~on a~d confmenUa~ assistance
developed a snore like ~at of on~ of the gi~ts ~om ~e Jack / c~~e Unger at (805) 323-5569 or J~ C~away
T~es. h fact, ~e sound c~ rea~ such vol~e ~d tenor ~at ] ~ (415) 9~538.
c~l~en, sleep~g in o~er roo~ ~d ~ing aw~en~ by it, have i ~

fusion.~en ~own to s~ek ~d fall out of ~eir ~ ~ te~ ~d con- eo pie
~. ptb~O send group ~ficer c~es.toP:~.~ BOX 26~ Ft~Jer park~ CA 93225~spired by ~e guilt I felt over robb~g Ge~gette of h~ sleep, I
: .. . AlJbut.note~~ ~de, are (805)had a vivid ~e~ on our last ~ght out. I stole a c~ ~d ~d it ~

Ex~otlve Committeemy g~age. Then it occ~ed to me that if ~e police fo~d outChair: Ar~ur Un~r323-5569 ~what I had done, ~ey would tell all of B~sfield about it ~d IVi~ Chair: Theresa.Stump (209) ~594would spend ~e rest of my life ~ a c~ g~g, ~ea~g up boul-~cr~a~: ~n Wiit~ms:324-1055 :~ ~’.~
de~. Wi~ ~at t~ible ~ought, I look~ up to ~e P~or~a bluffTrea~rer: PaulGipe 324-1923 r ~

~d s~e enou~, ~ere were ~veral policemen st~g ~o~d aAt ~e: ~
big bo~. ~ey were sgnd~g smoke signals wi~ a bluet, ~dNoi! Fornbaugh, .~vin RoyM, Mof R~bin, George~,~ho0tig

R~ Delega~s: Kevin ReTie, Ma~ M~y~s w~ ~e message ~oat~g over ~e to~ in gig~tic letters:
Alterna~s: Ma~ Ann L~kh~, ~rra~e U.nger"S.H.O.O.T...A.N,N..,W.I.L.LI.A.M.S". When I revealed the
CommJtt~ Ch~r~ople :~&e~ to Ge~gette ~ next m~g she slipped out of ch~acter ..........
Con~at!on; Ray W~t (~9) 542:~3for a moment wi~ ~’~ch~table ~: "I must have gotten ~to Membemhip::A~ur Unger 323-556~

your ~e~; ~at’s what I w~ ~ng al! week." It was a ve~Histodam Ruth Atlen :
sli~t slip conside~g what she had endued. ~litl~al Committ~ ~air: Harry L~o

Go~ ~uipment ~d stout Men~ ~e ~e m~stays of ba~ack-
.~C~ C~fi~:R~p.~ ~ur:Unger.    .. ~ . . .       "

~g, but ~e p~o~ for gong is to experience toge~ ~e ~eat
O~Ing~: Gor~n Nipp 872-2432 :~ ....

~au~ of ~e mountains. In my next col~ I will shoe wi~ youKAWE~ GROUP (Poao~llle Aroa~20~)
what we enco~t~, us~g p~ssion from Eva Nipp to quoteChair:Theresa S~mp 78t-0594 ~ ....

Vice Chair: DfanO Je~ Pr~rams: Ray West
~om h~ l~cal journal of ne~ly ~e s~e ~p. Consewa~on: Carla Clo~ OU~ngs: Jim Clark
T~e ~ ~en for a real ~eat. MINERAL KING GROUP (Vigils & ~anford, 209)

~1997 ~ Wilti~s ~ C~ir: Ma~ Moy 625-0287
Vice ~hait: Nail. Fernbaugh     Co~e~ati~n; Harold Wood

Ou~ngs: ~ria~New~d "
Tr~sutor: Oan~ Wood En~r0 Edu~

OWENS ~AK GROUP (De,on Are~ NEW ~7, 760)

Vice. Chair: SWvo Smi~ Consolation: Jeani~..HaYe

OutingS: DOn P~rs0n 375,85~ ::.At LaNO~ ~m~y Vbkolek

~ ~~
CONDOR GROUP (Fm~.r Park &PlneM’.=ub A~ea)

" Chair: Ma~ AnnLo~ha~ 242-0~2
Outings: Ha~yNelso~Dale Anderson Historian: Mari~n
Consewa~on: Ke~in ReTie Pu~!ici~ KarenCo~
Seere~: Cada.Pi00W . H~t~i~ E SbetfiFeMmao

¯"

~

TreaSurer: Je~n:&:Ed Ruswo!d. Mombo~sh.p::Ch~.t~tA.~h:qr
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Negotiations are at the heart of the CalFed effort. My concept of negotiations is
that what I have is mine but what you have is negotiable. For example, I could
say California has 4,000 dams, counting little ones, now we can negotiate how
many more to build. ! hope BDAC members have a better concept than that.

Mr. Meacher mentioned the role of water sheds, i hope the ISI emphasizes that
when forests, commonly found high in a watershed, are intact, they hold snow
melt and water, delaying the onset, and slowing the rate of, the spring run off.
This decreases the likelihood of flooding, makes the water arrive at lower levels
later in the year when agriculture is more likely to need the water, and decreases
siltation behind dams.

Water is to twenty first century California what oil was to twentieth century
California. The combination of geology and location near water ways that makes
the Kern Water Bank able to acquire and contain one million acre feet of water is
unlikely to occur anywhere else. Nevertheless, all of California should be
explored as thoroughly for underground water storage sites as it has been
explored for oil.

I suspect Kern County and the City of Bakersfield allow land to be developed
near the recharge area without being sure that it is useless for recharge. The
City has just bulldozed along the south bank of the River, westward from the
point where Stockdale Highway crosses the Kern River. The Kern River Freeway
is planned to pave areas around Goose Lake Slough. Sometimes Caltrans says
they will minimize the Freeway’s interference with water recharge by elevating
the Freeway. Please read an article in the Sunday, March 28, 1999 LA Times.
Below the fold on the front page is a feature article -- "Sunday Report" --entitled
"Dirty Little Secret". It’s about the Century Freeway and how it’s involvement with
the water table is causing it to collapse. Perhaps the Department of
Transportation should participate in CalFed. Certainly, local planners should
hear from BDAC and staff about the necessity of preserving recharge areas.

Thank you,

Arthur D. Unger                               alunger@juno.com
2815 La Cresta Drive Bakersfield, CA 93305-1719 (805) 323-5569
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* HR 2077, Giant Sequoia Legislation introduced * -
What we are all about... Continue. d from p’a~,~l’oi~,er.l~t column...

John Muir founded the Sierra Club to enable future . to m~ the sequoia groves and d~f~ a sequoia grove management
’    generations to explore, enjoy and protect the wildlands.: .~.~plan. After seven years, still no fore§~ wide sequoia plan has been

that are their heritage. ,,’" written.
He felt that people should come as visitors to these !~l~s

- the mountains, river canyons, coasts, deserts andfl~’wamps
Current Forest Service definition of a (grove" is based on pacing
500 feet outside the nearest sequoia t~ and posting a sign, out-

- to learn, not to leave marks.~ side of which logging and bulldoz~g continues as usual. The
THE PURPOSE OF THE SIERRA CLUB Sierra Nevada Ecosystem Project ~SNEP) found that Sequoia

To Explore, Enjoy and Protect the wild plac~ of the earth; National Forest’s "grove" def’mitiq~i was not based on scientific
To Practice and Promote responsible ffse of the criteria and urged that a cooperative of Forest Service, National

earth’s ecosystem and resource~s; Park and other sequoia experts w&k quickly to develop a ecolog-
To Educate and Enlist humanity to protect~and restore the ically sound basis for determin~._~grove boundaries; this has not

quality of the natural and human envir6nment; and been done.
To Use All Lawful Means to carry out th~se objectives. A grove is a complex relati~6hship between clusters of Giant

Sequoias mixed with pond~bsa pine, sugar pine, white fir and
incense cedar and deciduo.~ species like oak and dogwood and
includes crucial factors s4~ch as subterranean water flow. It is
impossible to separate_~e sequoias from the Sierra Nevada
ecosystem of which the.~°are in integral part. This unique nature
of the Giant Sequoia/~cosystem is why full protection of the
groves and the intert~aing forest is essential

S    essfui Tr.ee Planting
Near Fraz er Park

By Mark Harper
A hearty aa~t diverse group of Sierra Club members, along with
"The T~’~. People" and the US Forest Service enjoyed a great
morning�planting trees near Frazier Park. The trees planted were
pinyqfi’pines grown in local schools and were actually planted in
a b]~iaed area next to the commurdty of Lake of the Woods.
W~ had a lot of fun planting the trees. It was amazing though

~ow everyone had a slightly different philosophy in planting the
small trees. Kevin Royle spent the morning high up on the side of

mountain planting. Kevin’s theory being that his trees would
MEMBERSHIP FORM .......~’~q r~[enerate the lower areas. Monte Harper felt that mulching the

~ Yes~ I want to join! I want to help safeguard our natioo~i~�"
I~

gr6 .knd was so important the he .,w, as only able to plant two trees
~ al! r~orning ("just kidding Monte ’). My son Matt and his friendsprecious natural heritage. "~z ~

sough’t~out the softest soil where digging was easiest.
Name ~

Several hundred trees were planted and the Forest Service really
Address . ~ did provid~..a great lunch for all the helpers. Next year I hope to
City/State Zip    -"~ see some tre~s growing!

Editors note; I apologize to Mark for misplacing this article. ITelephone (optional) ~- lost it in my "c~berspace’; but luckily found it again to share it
n Check ~ Mastercard U! Visa ,--":’~ with you. The ~r~p. was hem in March. Thanks again for your
Cardholder Name ~" patience Mark!

Card Number:
Expiration Date:~/.---- . ~.~’
Contributions or gifts to the Sierra Club are not tax deductible
as charitable contributions. Annual dues include subscription to

onlySierra($7’50) and chapter publicati°ns ($1)’ and °ther memberbenefits ....

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIESIndividual Joint
REGULAR O $35 UI $43 ~" : : :’
SUPPORTING [:1 $50 Ui $58
CONTRIBUTING ~ $!00 U! $108 Sierra Club Legislative Hofllne - (202) 675-2394
LIFE ~ $750 [3 $1000 Sierra Club National Headquai’ters - (415) 977-5500

Sierra Club World Wide Web - http..’//www.slerraclub.orgSENIOR ~1 $!5 [:1 $23
White House Comment Line - (202) 456-1111STUDENT ~ $15 ~ $23 White House Fax Line - (202) 456-2461

INCOME ~l $15 ~! $23 Clinton’s e-mall - president@whitehous~gov
I

I I
Gore’s e-mail - vice-president@whltehouse.gov

:Sierra Club! F94Q ~e~ mauy 1600 Pennsylvania Ave, Washington, DC 20500
~ P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80322-2968 US Capitol Switchboard - (202) 224-3121

G--008080       -
G-008080


